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INTRODUCTION 


Tito prosrnt day world calls loudly for the practical in everything. 
This book answers that call in its sphere. It is a book of deeds — 


deeds actually done 


There is no theorizing about what might be 


done. It is not peopled with creatures of the imagination. It is all 


facts, history and not fiction. 


It contains twenty-five thousand 


dories of achievement. It calls by name twenty-five thousand boya 
tnd girls of West Virginia who have proven themselves by doing a 


hing worth while and doing that thing well. 


What doing these 


eeds may be worth to the young folks who are the doers , or to the 
:ate, or to the world no one would dare venture an estimate, but 
is worth so much that they shall have their names preserved for 
1 time. Copies of this book of deeds of the school children will 

s deposited in the State Department of Archives and Bistory and 
her copies will be treasured by friends for decades and perhaps 
hturies, and the record will stand as a guide and comfort and 
uree of inspiration for the young folks who did the deeds and the 
]g train of young folks who shall soon follow in their footsteps. 

As I said in the book published last year, the only one of its kind 
all the world so far as 1 know, I have no greater pleasure in all 
r-iund of official duties than to congratulate the fine lot of boys 
i girls who did a perfect job o going to school last year and to 
h them to prove as loyal, brave and true in all life as they have 


D ID 


deed. 


Very sincerely, 



1 

\ 


\ 




State Superinte ntltmt. 








Made by Twenty-Five Thousand Faithful School Chil¬ 
dren who Won Attendance Honors 

During the Year 



Compiled and Published by 
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.All of you plucky boys £ 

Honor Boll Book look close 
next page. Ho you know t 
you will undertake the diffiei 
shining ladder? 

Steps 1, 2, 3, 4 , 5, 6. 7 , 8 
grades of the common schools 
no doubt you will he able to make your promotion each year and 
thus get to the top of this part of the ladder in eight years. If tw 

El 

should have had luck and remain on one step more rhaa a year do 
not lose your courage and give Up the climb, for you surely oan do 
what hundreds of other boys and girls have done, Steps 9, 10, 11 
and 12 are the ones which you must take in a high t k> 1. prepara¬ 
tory school or normal school. Thousands and thousands of students 
■ West Virginia get on the eighth step, and look at the flight* 
ibove, and say; it looks too hard for me,'' and give up without 
mowing what is gained by higher climbing. Steps 13, H, 15 and 
16, away yonder at the top, are taken by going to the State Uni¬ 
versity or some good College. If you ever get through the High 
school with good, firm standing you will have hud enough practice 
o c irnbing to make the steps through college seem quite easy and 

r!?r /, 0w that >' 0U understand this ladder, why not plan to 


t your names in ^ 

* Of the st.’ps on 
ready to help you if 

task of cfimbiito- ik._ 


oe surprised to 

ginia start up this ladder 
This fall about 70,00(1 child: 
than 4000 or 5000 will re a. 

l - ie rani » will be so rapid tl 
proudly on the twelfth step 

h “ Te grit to st, 

*h»ndred of that whole a, 

' ;' ,p on top step. 


nany children in West Vir- 
ter taking just a few steps, 
the first step, and not more 
School where the losses in 
r or five hund red will stand 
tell you how many of these 
t\ but not much more than. 
f 0 will stand in that proud 


seem too 
























st> >'p 


Kflnicnib^r you have but one >t^p to take at 


Ttiat 


think of that g-nod quotation 1 

“Heaven is not reached by * single 

lint we b uil d the ladder on which * 
From the lowlr earth to the vaulted 


Sa vs : 




And 


mount to its summit round by round. 


It -I 



The State of "West Virginia is doing all it tan to help you n your 
efforts to get a complete education. It is trying t ,v place withiu the 


tl t K>1 



SU 


reach of every buy and girl good elementary ^ 

to give you good teachers it is mak ii the examination more diffi. 

It is establishing high schools 


cult and teachers' salarii-3 



on every hand, and if there is not one in reach of y*mr 

Jp E ' ip ‘ jJP | ' ■ A * - ~ m ~ 

tell your father and the other men of that 
of the educational ladder is m 





me, von 


Ht part 






ir 


you 


issing and urge them to establish a 

high school and give you a chance to climh higher. The State Uni¬ 
versity and many other educational inatitutions iu the Ntute are 

begging you to come up to them and see w hat they have to 

you. 

If you show that you are iu earn*-' in this climbing you will Imd 
plenty of friends to encourage you, for every aensihle person takes 

^ .j M m ■ ■ 

great delight in watching a courageous youth win v 
you are industrious and honest these friends will not only wish 
well but some of them will be willing to loan you money or help 
you in other ways if you should need their asm stance. 1 must also 
remind von that you will honor and delight your parents by going 
higher in education than they were permitted to climb. 

After ail, the success of this undertaking will depend in a large 

measure upon your own efforts. If you do good solid work each 
year you will thus form solid steps for your upward march. Long¬ 
fellow spoke the truth when he said, ’*Our todays and yesterdays are 
the blocks with which we build." I once knew a boy who would 
sometimes fall down, and lie there blubbering and bawling for some¬ 
one to come and pick him up. The boy with the right kind of stuff 
in him will scramble to his feet when he falls and hurry on without 
ioPiifjL' his place by the side of his companions. If von ever get very 

f*r up these steps you will not have much time to lie down and 

if yon do, those who are marching ahead will either kiek 
3'aj aside **!■ run over you. The mieslmn ia do vou think the task 









ortii while, 



I have yon enough good, old-fashioned 


**i« sur>- of ouS safe step at a time! 



to 




K*»u, or H>woa 


Vow say, "Will ffnod will it l - * 




tr imf to 




now tn argue with you, <>r to eonnaer ?cm, but 1 might iho yt>u 3% 
hint by telling .row of som* *■ :cf 1 * near my h« m*. Th->, l<-*d up tb* 

jtjde of a high, beautiful MIL *■ ! > !:•:•; amt l have 

oftfn no tint I that the higher I g>« the farther i ccui mee, *nd the 
better I ctm understand the country around me, (I rimki add here 

that aa I go higher up more pmplo e*n aw me too . that la jea the 
way it goi'K in getting higher up in education. Aa you go from 
gnuir rr> grade, nod school to ^'hool, you tee aad nadritUad ware 
and more th. u. rid f knowledge -•■ fen 1 m r> •-pp.-ruinil n-* 

for helping other* and bringing gain and honor to yaumlf. 

1 am going to eloaa thia talk with yen by aak g you to read on* 
of my favorite poems You Way not understand all tbi poem, 
hut I fee! mire that you will admire the brave youth who had for 


tin* motto on Ins banner Kv - Li -r wl h m< an** 


ft ft 




* * 


You 


Will notice that he preate d on in tfutc of auflVnng. danger, wamiuga 
and offer a of pleasure. I> Kv-.Nior on vour bants-rf If it !«„ I 

±Ez ZWm ..ftvMiiPWMaMMawwahMW on far up 


hope you nil] pot A*itie every temptation, ad pWHi HftC “ 

the height.* 1 

Here is the poem in which the honor roll boya ami girla will And 
the word which des.ribe* their efforts during the past year, and 
will make n good motto for the future. 


The shitdrp of night wen tallica fust. 
As through an Alpine vilhigt pa?***! 

A youth, w ho bore 'mid snow and ice, 

A banner w ith the strange tkviw, 

1 * Knvhior! ’ 



His brow was sad; his tyc beneath 
Plashed like a fak'bion from iff sheath; 
And like a silver clarion rung 
The accents of that unknown tongue, 





i 4 


Excelsior 



In happy homes be saw the light 
Of household fires gleam warm and bright; 
Above, the spectral glaciers shone, 

And from his lij>s escaped a groan, 

" Excelsior t * * 

“Try not (he pass,'’ the old man said; 

‘ Hark lowers the trmjist overhead, 

The roaring torrent is deep and wide! " 
And loud that clarion voice replied, 

* * Etcebior! * * £ H 



West Virgin i \ 


* * G stay,” the maiden said, “and rest 
Thy weary head upon this breast!” 

A tear stood in his bright blue eye, 

But still he answered with a sigh, 

< f Excelsior ! ? 7 

4 ' Reware the pine tree s withered branch 

Beware the awful avalanche! 77 

This was tne peasant's last good-night. 

A voice replied, far up the height, 

1 i Excelsior! T 7 

At break of day, as heavenward 
The pious monks of Saint Bernard 
Uttered the oft-repeated prayer, 

A voice cried through the startled air, 

4 ‘Excelsior! 7 7 




Still grasping in his hand of ice 
That banner with the strange device 


‘ ‘ Excelsior! } 7 


There in the twilight cold and gray, 
Life leap but beautiful he lay, 

And the sky serene and r‘ar 

A vjice fell, like a falling star, 

‘ f Excelsior! 7 * 



PLANS FOR THE 19I2-1S HONOR ROLL 



Vivo years ago we undertook to publish in book form a list oi‘ the 
boys and girls of the state, who won attendance honors. The ex¬ 
periment proved a great success. It required twenty thousand books 
to go around, the first year, and for this year the ltook makers are 
getting out thirty thousand copies for ns. 

Possibly somebody will be disappointed when we say that we must 
change the plan and publish the honor roll in a different to nil. Hut 
the truth is the book bids fair to grow so large that there will W no 


place big enough to hold it. Baying this of course is paying ;i tine 
compliment to the pupils, teachers and patrons who have taken so 
much interest in the “going to school business, but they deserve it. 

For the nest year attendance certificates will be issued. The use 
of these may be varied somewhat by the different schools. AVe hope 
that <pe ial lists of those making a perfect attendance record for 



tw ■ hree or more years may be made up and that we may have a 

list of such pupils for publication in some form. In 
we trust that all parties concerned will go on with the 

thing that counts 

than prompt, 


any ev 



crusade for better atte 



foi¬ 



ls no si 



more tow a 







Tl 


-•* Honor 


complete success of the public 

attendance. 

books will lie distributed by the county super- 



in'-mLnU thin v.-nr as us 

W 










Doubtless 




of 1 lie boys or girls 


a vo 


records and whose pictures are not found i 
why they were not accorded this honor too 

^ lr ^ ,>s ' ! j Dice we used every inafi 


illy good 


m 


< * 


Wt) 


Let 


<ind would have used more if we 
to a number of teachers, where 


us tell you about 

t was sent to us 


i 


we 


y 






re 


r 


Our original r>] 


was to put 


nmk 


get them 


r 


to send us pictures of the pupils if possible. 

> put in the picture of the boy and girl in 
mt record r ° r the county, but we could not 


r 


we used all we had and wished Tor 


eci m i 
. is a re 


J ILJ 


five 


more 


r o be 


or even ten years, as some have 


W * 


any 


or sr 


an co 


t0 B ° (>ut !ls an example of purposeful 
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persistent per sever 




























